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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, JA 

SUBJECT: HANG GLIDER IMPORT RESTRICTION 

REE: STATE 031908 

1. EMBASSY HAS CONTACTED JAPANESE IMPORTER AND VERIEIED REPORT 
OF IMPORT RESTRICTION AS SUBSTANTIALLY CORRECT. 

2. EMBASSY DISCUSSED MATTER WITH MITI OFFICIALS FROM AIRCRAFT 
AND ORDINANCE DIV. AND IMPORT DIV. MITI OFFS STATED THAT 
THEY WERE NOT SURE OF THE SIZE OF THE HANG GLIDER INDUSTRY IN 
JAPAN AND THAT THEY THEREFORE COULD OT DISCUSS POSSIBILITY 
OF CREATION OF QUOTA-FREE EX-OUT AS REQUESTED REFTEL PARA 2 A. 
THEY REFUSE TO ACCEPT ARGUMENT THAT HANG GLIDERS SHOULD BE 
RECLASSIFIED AS SPORTING EQUIPMENT, CITING EUNCTION OF 
EQUIPMENT IS TO ELY IN THE SAME BASIC MANNER AS TRADITIONAL 
GLIDERS. 

3. MITI ATTITUDE RE IMPORT OF HANG GLIDERS IS THAT: THESE 
ITEMS ARE NEW AND UNKNOWN; JAPANESE MANUEACTURERS, (IF ANY) 

AND USERS ARE NOT ORGANIZED; AND NO SAFETY STANDARDS HAVE 
BEEN FORMULATED. LACK OF KNOWLEDGE RE JAPANESE PRODUCTION AND 
NUMBER OF USERS HAS DICTATED A GO-SLOW ATTITUDE BY MITI ON 

ANY PROPOSED CHANGES IN IMPORT REGULATIONS. 

4. EMBASSY IS IN CONTACT WITH JAPANESE HANG GLIDER ASSOCIATION 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THIS SITUATION. WE FORESEE NO 
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CONCLUDED THEIR VARIOUS STUDIES OE THIS INDUSTRY AND UNLESS 
THEY CONSEQUENTLY DETERMINE THERE IS NO NEED TO PROTECT THE 
DOMESTIC INDUSTRY. 

HODGSON 
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